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City of Falls City 
299 Mill St  Falls City, Oregon  97344 

Ph. (503) 787-3631  www.fallscityoregon.gov 
 

 
 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

TJ Bailey 

September 7, 2022 Mayor’s Report 

The purpose of this report is to brief the Council, City Staff, and Falls City residents on meetings and 

activities in my capacity as Mayor that occur outside of Council meetings. I take very seriously the 

official role as political head of the City and consider it an honor to broaden the City’s relationships and 

partnerships with other government, nonprofit, and private entities and stakeholders. I welcome any 

advice or direction to help strengthen these efforts and feel it is important to inform council and these 

efforts. I will try to do so with more regularity. We are all ambassadors of Falls City and I encourage 

Council to pursue passion projects, outreach efforts, event organizing and other activities that broaden 

and enhance the visibility and community strength of Falls City. 

Summer Activities Recap 

Falls City had a busy and exciting summer full of activities and events. This could not be possible without 

our amazing community, our community partners and our extraordinary volunteers.  

In the absence of a July 4th celebration, our Annual Summer Celebration, hosted and organized by 

Councilor Lori Jean Sickles and her wife and Parks and Recreation Committee member, Laura Britton, 

was a huge success. The Summer Celebration was kicked off with a parade down North Main Street and 

then hosted in our lower park. The event was attended by residents of all ages who enjoyed music from 

local artists, food, snow cones, youth activities, and socializing in the lower park. The event was 

sponsored by The Boondocks. 

The Falls City Pride 2022 Celebration was back in August for the first time since COVID. The two day 

festival was attended by many people outside of Falls City as well as many of our residents. Then event 

began on Friday August 5th, with a dance party followed by a tutu walk-off. Saturday was packed full of 

family friendly activities featuring vendors, artists, food, duck races, games and a river float behind City 

Hall. The Pride Celebration also hosted a wedding and the opportunity for vow renewal. At 6 PM, The 

Boondocks hosted Drag Queen Bingo with the evening concluding at the Bread Board for the “Dam Right 

Drag Night Drag Show”. Both events saw countless residents and guests enjoying both activities. The 

following Sunday a Pride Pancake Breakfast was hosted with all proceeds benefitting the River’s Edge 

Skatepark Project. The pancake breakfast raised just over $2500. 

The Back to School Bash was hosted on Sunday August 29th and was a huge success. The event was 

sponsored by Monmouth Christian Church in partnership with Falls City School District, Salem Health, 

City of Falls City and Mountain Gospel Fellowship. Students of Falls City were able to pick up backpacks 
Page 37Page 37Page 37Page 37Page 37Page 37



and school supplies for the upcoming year. Children, parents and guardians were provided free 

hamburgers and hotdogs, haircuts, as well as participate in activities like the dunk tank, bounce house, 

rock painting and free health resources. The event was well attended and students walked away having 

a wonderful time while being provided the materials needed to begin the school year. 

 

Public Safety and Code Enforcement 

Public safety has always been a huge concern for me being a father to a child who attends Falls City 

Elementary School and who is regularly riding her bike around our city. We have seen an uptick in 

speeding up and down North Main Street, South Main Street and down Bridge Street. Over the summer 

we have seen an extreme increase in residents riding motorcycles and dirt bikes all over town and 

through our parks. Many of our residents take public safety seriously and drive the speed limit. 

Unfortunately, there are a select few who ignore our speed signs, stop signs and traffic signs. It is only 

time before a child or resident is injured or worse. As a council and city we need to move faster on 

electronic speed signs, rumble sticks on South Main and visible white stop lines near our stop signs. 

While we continue to wait for the completion of the engineering of our Safe Routes to School project,  

crosswalks were given a new coat of paint. Before the winter begins, a second coat will be painted to 

ensure pedestrians can cross the street safely. The painted crosswalks has helped slow traffic a little bit, 

unfortunately, we still have residents driving in excesses speed. Drivers need to take personal 

responsibility in driving the speed limit. 

Code enforcement continues to be a top priority of the council. Our Code Enforcement Officer, Mr. 

Vandewettering, continues to work with our residents to enforce our codes. Many of the residents Mr. 

Vandewettering is working with are doing their part to adhere to our ordinances. Unfortunately, some 

residents believe our ordinances do not apply to them. As a council and city, we need to move quickly 

on re-writing our ordinances to quickly hold repeat offenders accountable. 

I met with a group of residents who had valid concerns about one of our residents holding concerts in a 

residential area of our city violating ordinance NO.556-2019. Our current noise ordinance cannot be 

enforced due to the lack of police presence and an outdated IGA (inter-governmental agreement) with 

Polk County Sheriff’s Department. Therefore, it becomes the responsibility of our residents to adhere to 

our noise ordinance. Unfortunately, the resident in question feels they are entitled to do what they 

want at the discomfort of their neighbors. The residents I met with developed a petition, signed by 

residents, to hold the offender accountable.  The concert began at 11AM and lasted well after 12:30AM 

the next morning. Residents were subjected to vulgar language, music that shook their houses, and, 

unfortunately, caused sever PTSD for our veterans in the neighborhood. This concert “exposed 

neighbors to negative physiological and psychological effects of excessive noise” while not “promoting 

and preserving the public health, safety and welfare” of our residents. Further, the level of noise did 

not “promote the use, value and enjoyment of property, the conduct of business, and sleep and 

repose” and did not “reduce unnecessary and excessive sound in the environment”. As a council and 
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city, we need to move quickly to hold this individual and all others offenders accountable for fostering 

an environment that is unacceptable for our residents to enjoy their own homes and property. 

Along with our City Manager, Mr. Foscoli, we met with the Polk County Sheriff to discuss a new IGA, 

increased police presence in our city, as well as support with our code enforcement.  

Skatepark Update 

River’s Edge Skatepark, with the help of donations during our Pride Celebration, has raised enough 

money to sign a contract with American Ramp Company. River’s Edge Skatepark, with the help of our 

Steering Committee, is officially in the design phase of the skatepark. The steering committee is working 

with American Ramp Company to set a “skatepark kickoff meeting” by the end of the month. 

I would like to end my report by thanking our city council, especially our limited city staff, committee 

members, and our wonderful public works department for their continued efforts to make Falls City a 

wonderful place to live. Your time and energy has not gone unnoticed. Together, we can accomplish our 

goals and provide a place for everyone to be proud to call home. 

  

Page 39Page 39Page 39Page 39Page 39Page 39



Pacific Source School Based Mental Health Services 

On May 18th, Falls City hosted representatives from Pacific Source, Polk County Family and Community 

Outreach, Polk County Commissioners Office, Salem Health, Falls City School District and Falls City 

Thrives to discuss School Based Mental Health Services. The meeting was to discuss the possibility of 

having a Community Health Worker (CHW) within the Falls City School District. The CHW would 

potentially provide community-based, community-responsive health system navigation and support 

services for our students.  The CHW would also potentially connect community members to mental 

health services.  Depending on the Legislature’s budget appropriation and Oregon Health Authority 

turnaround, the participating members could work together to apply for a School based Health Services 

Planning Grant in hopes of having a CHW stationed at the school and travel to various locations in the 

community to provide home visits to assist our residents with mental health resources and services. The 

community health worker is an alternative and would be available community wide. Not just for 

students. 

Community Center Makeover 

During our May 18th Mental Health Services meeting I was extremely disappointed in the state of our 

Community Center. The floors were dirty, sticky and disgusting. Upon entering the Community Center, 

the carpet was dirty with garbage, dirt, rotten food was in a box covered in flies, and cobwebs were all 

over the pictures, hanging from the lights and on the walls. Inside the Community Center, windows had 

numerous dead flies, dust and cobwebs. The trashcans were overflowing. Our kitchen has turned into a 

storage room where items need to be moved out before the kitchen can be used for community events 

and dinners. We have an amazing building to host partners from outside our community as well as host 

community events. However, it is time to take pride in our facilities. I respectfully suggest the following 

to help keep our Community Center looking great all the time: 

• Weekly cleaning schedule with a monthly deep cleaning schedule for dusting, mopping and 

vacuuming 

• Dispose of the broken bench in the entry way as well as the fountain that does not work and is a 

hazard to walk around. 

• Having refundable deposits for community events if the facility is cleaned upon completion of 

the event 

• Painting the walls both in the center and in the entry way 

• Purchasing a storage cabinet to replace the broken white plastic container for board games 

• Having décor that represents Falls City past, present and future development 

• Hiring a community member to deep clean the center once a month 

Our city runs on volunteerism. Unfortunately, we have very few volunteers who contribute too many 

projects at once, so I hate to ask them to do more but we need to come up with a plan to take care of 

our facility. These are just a few suggestions we, as a council and community, can decide on. I am open 

to any other suggestions. I am all for celebrating our heritage but I am also all for making our 

Community Center safe, positive and inviting to all our guests. 
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River’s Edge Skate Park Project 

River’s Edge Skate Park Committee continues to meet on the first Wednesday of every month. 

Fundraising efforts continue in hopes to raise the funds necessary to hire a company to design the 

skatepark. The committee had an awareness table at the May 21st Mental Health Event. All of the 

conversations with the community about the skatepark were positive and supportive of the project.  

During the city-wide cleanup day, River’s Edge Skate Park had a drop site for cans and bottles. There 

were over 20 bags donated and we sincerely thank the community for their donations. 

There will be a can and bottle drive July 3rd through July 6th where residents can drop off their donations. 

Once the designated drop site has been determined, a message will be sent via Facebook to inform the 

community where they can drop off their can and bottle donations. The committee hopes to have the 

blue bags from the Bottle Drop Recycling Facility available for residents to take and fill to help speed up 

fundraising efforts.  
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City of Falls City 
 Public Works Committee Meeting 

Thursday August 25, 2022  6:00PM 
Meeting Location: 320 N. Main Street 

 
 

 Committee Members Present 
 Mike McConnell, Tony Meier, Tracy Young, Jeff Propp (arrived 6:04), Cliff Lauder (excused 
 himself and exited 6:10), Guy Mack. City Mayor TJ Bailey and City Manager AJ Foscoli present. 
 
 1)  Call to Order 
      Chair McConnell called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM, took roll call. 
 
 2)  Pledge of Allegiance 
      Chair McConnell led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 3)  Motion to Adopt the entire Agenda 
      Member Meier moved and member Young seconded: that we adopt the entire Agenda.  

Motion carried 5-0-0 Ayes. Mike McConnell, Tracy Young, Cliff Lauder, Tony Meier, Guy Mack. 
 
 4)  Consent Agenda: Motion Action Approving Consent Agenda Items 
      Member Meier moved and member Mack seconded:  that we approve Consent Agenda 

Item, PWC Minutes July 28, 2022   Motion carried 5-0-0 Ayes. Mike McConnell, Cliff Lauder, 
Tracy Young, Tony Meier, Guy Mack. 

 
 5)  Public Comment - None 
       
 6)  New Business  
      A.  Mayor Discussion 
            Mayor TJ Bailey began by thanking all members for their service to the City and reminded 

members that along with the privilege of serving the City came responsibilities of ethical conduct. 
These responsibilities include, but are not limited to; limiting individual contact with City Officers 
and Employees so as not to influence staff decisions or recommendations, undermine the 
authority of supervisors and honoring the confidentiality of discussions. Members shall conduct 
themselves so as to bring credit upon the City as a whole, and to set an example of good ethical 
conduct for all citizens of the community which includes any and all social media comments. All 
members should likewise do everything in their power to insure impartial application of the law to 
all citizens. Members should discuss city matters only in formal meetings with a quorum of 
members present and shall not attempt to direct City policy of staff. 

            Further discussions on the most immediate concerns of citizens (parking, noise) and the 
necessity of additional financial resources to implement Code Enforcement. 

                 
 7)  Old Business - Previous Action Items 
      PWC thanks City Manager/Staff for providing answers/information regarding Action Items and 

additional information regarding effluent on High School football field and successful resolution of 
Meza/Fleener Septic Tank issue.   

 
 8)  Correspondence, Comments and Ex-Officio Report 
      
 9)  Committee Announcements 
      Next meeting to be held Thursday September 22, 2022 at 6:00 pm, at the Community 

Center. 
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 10)  Adjourn 
      Member Mack moved and member Young seconded: that we adjourn. Motion carried 5-0-0 

Ayes.  Mike McConnell, Tony Meier, Tracy Young, Gordon Hanson, Jeff Propp Guy Mack.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:26. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      ____________________________ Public Works Committee Chair McConnell 
 
 
     Attested: _______________________ Public Works Committee Member 
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      Call Volume for Falls City Volunteer Fire Dept.  2022 Calls                         
                                                     (APR-DECEMBER) 
 
 
 

2022 
MONTH 

MEDICAL PUBLIC 
(PCSO) 
ASSIST 

    
MVA 

 STRUCTURE 
        FIRE 

      BURN 
COMPLNT 

POWER 
  LINE 

SW CALLS 
FCFD 
RESPOND 
ON 

SW 
ASSISTED 
FCFD 
CALLS 

MO. 
TOTAL 
CALLS 

APR 12 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 16 
MAY 11 1 0 1 (SW Polk) 1 0 1 0 14 
JUNE 14 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 16 
 JULY 4 2false 

alarms 
1 (RV) 1 2 0 0 0 10 

*AUG 9 1  1 tree fire 
1 car fire SW 
call 

0 1 
 

2 
1 car fire 
1 medical 

0 14 

SEPT          
OCT          
NOV          
DEC          
YR 

TOTALS 
         

 
 
 
 
 
Greetings everyone!  I thought I would try the call volume report just a little differently, by displaying 
each month, so that you may compare monthly calls. 
Let me know if this is more helpful. 
Take care, 
Sharon Volk Greve 
Assistant Chief 
Cell: (503) 871-5140 
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Alarm 1 Check Welfare 3 Driving Comp. 5 Sex Offense 1

Animal 1 Civil 4 EDP 2 Susp. Activity 3

Assist Other Agency 5 Com. Event 2 Elude 2 Theft 1

Armed Person 1 Crime (Misc) 1 Fire/EMS 3 Tow 2

Assault 2 Criminal Mischief 1 Follow Up 3 Trespass 1

Bite 1 Disturbance 3 Noise Comp. 1 Traffic Stop 3

Citizen Contact 3 Domestic 3 Ordinance Vio. 1 Wire 2

 

Falls City Calls for Serivce 61 5 involved crimes
Total Calls for Service (county wide) 1666 0 0.0% clearance
Falls City % of Total Calls 3.7% 0 0.0% of total arrests

Total Service Calls (Polk County) 1666
146 Crimes Occ 2 (county wide)

Cases Cleared by arrest 39 26.7% 0 (Falls City)
Total Arrests (county wide) 38 (only true crimes reported here)

FC Cases Cleared by Arrest
Of the FC Calls for Service

August 2022  Falls City Stats

Falls City Calls for Service

© 2022 Polk County Sheriff's Office

Junvenile Arrests
Juvenile Arrests

Total Arrests in Falls City

Page 46Page 46Page 46



 
 

 
 
 
 

City of Falls City 
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Public Works Report  
August of 2022 

 
 
Administration 
Normal Operations 
 
 
Water Division 
Main Break on Aug 4th at Clark Street (2 day issue with rebreaks) 
Installed water meter at 325 Montgomery 
 
 
 
Sewer Division 
Turned off drain field to football field 
Plugged sewer issue at 32 N Main 
 
 
 
Streets Division 
Normal Operations 
 
 
 
Parks & Cemeteries Division 
Normal Operations 
 
 
 
Non-Sewer Wastewater Division (TMDL) 
The revised TMDL 5 year plan was submitted to DEQ. Training and record keeping will 
commence for the 2022-2023 submittal 
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Note: If you have questions/concerns, please respond to me individually by email, phone, or in person.  This way we avoid violating 
any public meetings laws with a “reply all” response, or multiple councilors discussing on the same thread.  
 
 

 City of Falls City 
299 Mill Street 

Falls City, OR 97344 
Ph 503.787.3631 

 
 
 

City Manager’s Report September 12, 2022 
 
Introduction 
This summer has been very busy for City Hall staff. We’ve been busy with overseeing long-
gestating projects as well as dealing with regular summer duties and responsibilities. We’ve had 
a fair share of main breaks, which has created disruptions to water service, but our Public 
Works staff has risen to the challenge and have improved their repair process. To lessen their 
burden in the coming years, the city has submitted a Letter of Interest to Business Oregon for 
water related projects and we have so far received good indication that a roughly $2 million 
upgrade to our system will be grant funded. We still need to wait until the review process by 
Business Oregon is complete to know whether that will be the case, but we will keep the 
council informed how this develops in the upcoming months.  
 
Wastewater Project – I have been continuing to attend the regular meetings with the multi-
organizational team putting together the ultimate application for financing through USDA-RD. 
The Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) which includes the main design of the new facility has 
been completed by our city engineer, and we finally received the biological assessment from 
the National Marine & Fisheries Service which was the final step in being able to start our 
process for CDBG construction funding. We have submitted the initial intake form by the 
August deadline, and we will submit the full application by September 30 as part of the formal 
CDBG process for the currently open submission period. 
In a related note, I presented to the Polk County Board of Commissioners regarding our formal 
request for ARPA funding assistance for the wastewater treatment facility project. The 
presentation to update the PCBOC on the COVID-increased costs of the project went well and I 
have followed up with the county administrator to answer additional questions from the 
commissioners. I foresee going in front of the PCBOC again sometime this fall, or as late as the 
end of the year, to secure the additional funding that will help our ratepayers to afford the 
increases to their wastewater bills in the next 5 years. 
 
Luckiamute Community Building – The business space is operating at almost full capacity, as 2 
of our current tenants have resigned leases for 2022-2023. Polk County Behavioral Health has 
also signed a lease to have a presence at the building, so we feel that we in a very good position 
financially to keep the space open as a community asset. We have Northside Electric coming in 
the LCB again next week to make sure that all outlets are working in the main room for larger 
events. 
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Note: If you have questions/concerns, please respond to me individually by email, phone, or in person.  This way we avoid violating 
any public meetings laws with a “reply all” response, or multiple councilors discussing on the same thread.  
 
 

Code Enforcement & Municipal Court – Our new Code Enforcement Officer Russ 
Vandewettering has resigned from the city of Dallas, so we have contacted the Polk County 
Sheriff’s department to see if there’s the possibility of a limited contract with Falls City. This 
would be to handle our currently open cases, and to potentially give us more help in dealing 
with repeat offenders of our city code. Sheriff Garton has been very upfront about the type of 
limited assistance that the department could give us based on the current Falls City Code 
Enforcement budget. The council and the community will need to consider that a more 
comprehensive contract would need to be supplemented with some kind of a fee or levy to 
reach full-time coverage. 
One of the last items that Officer Vandewettering assisted the city with was a review of our 
code ordinances and curfew to make sure that the city is up to date with Oregon municipal 
standards. His review helped us to identify language that is obsolete and needs changing in 
order for us to have more actionable power to enforce current standards. The review is now 
being vetted by our city attorney and the resulting drafted changes will be going before council 
in future council meetings. 
 
Towing Services – We are currently working with TRS towing to outline a service contract and 
to identify opportunities to offset the high cost of remediation of abandoned RVs in the public 
right of way. As the cost to the city would be between $3,500-5,000, it is important to ensure 
we have the means to tackle the problem from a sustainable financial standpoint. 
 
Radar Speed Signs – The new Radar Speed Signs have been delivered to City Hall, and will be 
installed on Main Street in the coming days. We were hoping to receive them before the official 
start of the school year, but we aim to have them up by the end of the second week of the 
school year. In the meantime, we are thankful to the Polk County Sheriff’s department for 
lending us their mobile speed sign that has been in place on Main Street the past couple of 
weeks. 
 
CUSI Billing Software Implementation – Thanks to our new IT support technician, we have 
updated our server’s capacity with CUSI’s software, so that the integration will allow us to 
generate real-time reports without any latency. We look forward to being able to bring this 
information to council on a regular basis. 
 
Emergency Escape Routes out of Falls City – No update this month. 
 
Air Filtration Grant – No update this month. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
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